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Corning congressman Tom Reed labeled a rising star
Written by Jill Terreri Staff writer

January 28, 2012

Rep. Tom Reed enters the headquarters of the Monroe County Medical Society nestled in a Brighton office park to talk about making sure seniors have access to primary care providers.

Reed, R-Corning, Steuben County, smiles through his short remarks, saying that if the Medicare reimbursement rate for doctors isn't fixed, it could hamper senior citizens' access to quality care. Society officials look on, nodding approvingly.

But it soon becomes clear that Reed is there to hammer one of his favorite targets: The U.S. Senate.

Reed has an affable public persona and is known for visiting all corners of his eight-county district, where he has held at least 40 town hall meetings since he took office in November 2010. He also has been working hard to make the right connections in Washington, rising through House committees during his short tenure to a post on the powerful Ways and Means Committee — one of only two New York members with voting rights. He has been labeled a "rising star" among his class of freshman Republicans by National Journal and has drawn the likes of Majority Whip Rep. Kevin McCarthy to visit his district.

Reed's comments at the medical society on Thursday, in which he criticized the Senate for approving a two-month deal extending Medicare reimbursement rates and payroll tax holidays, tie in with his position as a negotiator on the conference committee dealing with a longer extension of both items.

"The Senate, as I said, didn't want to finish its work, and came up with a two-month Band-Aid, and that's just not acceptable," Reed said. Reed was one of eight negotiators appointed by House Speaker John Boehner, one of several high-profile appointments in Reed's short congressional career.

"Clearly the speaker sees him as someone he can rely on," said Robert Heineman, a professor of political science at Alfred University who taught Reed during his undergraduate studies and informally advised his campaign.

Boehner's affinity for Reed could originate in their shared backgrounds — both men come from large families — and Reed is seen as someone who is reliable and not a "publicity hog," Heineman said.

"I think (Reed has) represented the speaker pretty effectively," he said.

Sees progress

Reed, who replaced Rep. Eric Massa, has taken a conservative position on spending and has signed a pledge for Americans for Tax Reform, saying that he won't raise taxes. His support of maintaining the Medicare reimbursement rate for doctors was tied to cuts in Medicare funding for hospitals, which Sen. Charles Schumer pointed out this week. Schumer said House Republicans would cut $494 million in funding for upstate hospitals if their bill was signed into law.

Reed said he was aware that hospital cuts were included in the payroll tax extender he voted for, but that everything must be subject to negotiation.

"As we take care of the primary care providers, some of the areas that are being put on the table to cover the cost of doing that are hospitals, and so that is a legitimate concern," Reed said.

But he supports reforming the tax code, even if it means closing loopholes, which Americans for Tax Reform largely consider to be tax increases. He thinks that House Republicans and President Barack Obama, who talked about reforming the code in this week's State of the Union address, could make some progress on the issue.

The White House and Reed also appear to agree on infrastructure investments. Reed said a proposal of $50 billion to $60 billion should be released by House Republicans within a week.

He also agrees with Obama that development of natural gas from shale can be done safely.

Reed's vote to raise the debt ceiling displeased conservative Steven Poyzer of Victor, as did Reed's support for extending unemployment benefits.

"These are just not conservative stances that he took," Poyzer said.

In high regard

Reed's clout has distinguished him from other Republicans in the New York delegation.

In September, Reed organized a visit by state Assembly Republicans from his district to Washington, where they met with Boehner, Majority Leader Eric Cantor and other top House Republicans.

Reed brought House Transportation Committee Chairman John Mica to the district in March, when he was then a committee member.

He moved on to the prestigious Rules Committee in April, and in June was appointed to Ways and Means, an assignment of such prominence that it precludes membership in other House committees.

Reed downplayed the apparent regard House leadership has for him, saying he is just representing the district.

"I appreciate the chairman and the whip coming to the district and I'm sure we'll have more people coming," Reed said.

Reed's position on the Ways and Means Committee is expected to increase his ability to raise money — recent fundraising invitations have noted this committee assignment — as well as his clout in the New York delegation.

But one Pittsford resident said she wished he would be more interested in bipartisan cooperation.

"He plays that aisle stuff and I would like to see him be more conciliatory," said Democrat Elizabeth Osta, who was a Massa supporter.

While Osta said she wished she heard from Reed more, Mike Staub, who helps organize a Tea Party group in Victor, said Reed has been very accessible and has visited his group at least three times.

"He's really approachable and what you see is what you get," said Staub, who lives in South Bristol, Ontario County.

'Appears safe'
Where once Reed was thought to be vulnerable in redistricting, given New York's loss of two House seats, his position appears to have been strengthened by his committee assignment, the retirement of Rep. Maurice Hinchey in a nearby district and the rarity of Republican members in the region.

Compared to other Republicans in the New York delegation, Reed appears to be safe, said David Wasserman, House editor of the Cook Political Report.

Reed could be helped by the prevalence of Democratic representatives surrounding his district, Wasserman said.

"The only way to make their districts more Democratic is to dump Republican voters into Tom Reed's district," he said. Reed said he would like to keep his district as it is, and to continue representing a portion of Monroe County.

The district includes such wealthy suburbs as Pittsford and Mendon. The Rochester area contributes heavily to Reed's campaign, according to a ZIP code analysis by the Center for Responsive Politics, a nonpartisan organization based in Washington, D.C.

Reed had raised $432,251 and had $204,636 on hand, as of Sept. 30. His top donor, by industry, is oil and gas interests, which has so far donated $24,250 to his campaign.
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